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NEXT PHASE OF “CONNECTING RACINE COUNTY” REACHES 
RESIDENTS FACING ISOLATION AND HEALTH BARRIERS  

RACINE— Racine County will continue its impactful partnership with Microsoft to expand digital 
access through the next round of laptop distributions under the Connecting Racine County 
initiative. On Wednesday, October 29, 2025, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., approximately 150 pre-
selected residents will receive free laptops at a private distribution event held at Gateway 
Technical College’s Racine Campus. 

MEDIA INVITATION: 
Members of the media are invited to attend and cover the upcoming laptop distribution 
event, part of Racine County’s ongoing Connecting Racine County initiative in 
partnership with Microsoft. 
 
WHEN: Wednesday, October 29, 2025        
  5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: Gateway Technical College – Racine Campus,      
  Racine Building –  Quad Conference Rooms     
  1001 S. Main St. Racine, WI 53403 

**Note to media: This event is not open to the public and is not a walk-up giveaway. 
Laptops are being distributed to individuals who have been pre-selected, registered and 
notified in advance through Racine County’s Human Services Department and its 
community partners** 

This upcoming distribution will serve residents identified through Racine County Human Services, 
specifically individuals receiving support through Behavioral Health Services and Aging and 
Disability Services. These are individuals for whom access to technology can significantly improve 
quality of life. 

For individuals engaged with Behavioral Health Services, a laptop can be a gateway to essential 
virtual care, therapeutic tools, and peer support networks that encourage long-term healing and 
personal growth. For members of the aging population, many of whom face increased risks of 
isolation, technology offers a vital connection point—to family, to education, and to the tools that 
support aging with dignity and independence. 

Since launching in August, the Connecting Racine County initiative has already reached more 
than 250 youths and adults. Each laptop is distributed with purpose and intention through carefully 
coordinated outreach. 
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This effort is part of a broader goal to distribute 750 laptops to residents across the county. 
Microsoft is funding the entire initiative, and each recipient also receives one year of free technical 
support to ensure the technology provided can be used effectively and confidently. 

“Something as simple as a laptop can open up a whole world of connection,” said Human Services 
Director Hope Otto. “Whether it’s a telehealth appointment, a Zoom call with a loved one, or 
learning a new skill online, this initiative is giving people a bridge to possibilities they didn’t have 
before.” 

Racine County is deeply grateful to Microsoft for their partnership and for recognizing the 
importance of digital access in building a stronger, more connected community. These laptops 
are more than devices. They are tools for healing, hope, and opportunity. 
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