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GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY TO LAUNCH RACINE COUNTY’S 
NEW BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BUILDING 

RACINE, WI – Racine County is breaking ground on a transformational 50,000-square-
foot Behavioral Health Building at 1720 Taylor Avenue that will expand and centralize 
access to vital mental health and substance use services. The facility will bring together 
key programs currently operated by Racine County’s Human Services Department—
along with a new residential treatment program for substance use disorders—including: 

• Assessment Center 
o A walk-in crisis counseling service open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m., the Assessment Center provides immediate counseling and crisis 
intervention, as well as referrals to internal and community services. 
 

• Adult Protective Services (APS) 
o Investigates abuse, neglect, and exploitation of vulnerable adults and 

coordinates interventions, safety planning, and legal action as needed. 
 

• Crisis Services- These services promote safety, de-escalation, and access to 
longer-term support. 

o Mobile Response (24/7): Delivers on-site mental health crisis 
assessments to support individuals in the least restrictive setting possible. 

o SAIL (Stabilization, Assessment, Information & Linkage) – 24/7: A 
voluntary, short-term crisis stabilization program offering 13 beds for 
adults experiencing a mental health crisis. 

o CREW (County of Racine Essential Workers)/Crisis Ongoing: 
Provides in-home and community-based outreach, and case management 
to stabilize individuals and coordinate ongoing care. 
 

• Community Case Management- These programs provide coordinated, long-
term support for Racine County residents living with mental health and/or 
substance use challenges: 

o Comprehensive Community Services (CCS): Offers person-centered, 
recovery-focused care coordination for children and adults with mental 
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health and/or substance use needs. Services include therapy, peer 
support, and skill-building, and is designed to empower individuals to 
reach their self-identified goals. 

o Community Support Program (CSP): Delivers intensive, team-based 
services for adults with serious and persistent mental illness. The CSP 
team—which includes psychiatric and nursing staff—provides long-term 
case management to promote stability, independence, and improved 
quality of life. 
 

• NEW Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Residential Treatment Program 
 One-quarter of the new building will house a 15-bed, 24/7 

residential program offering approximately 30 days of supportive 
transitional care for individuals in the early stages of recovery from 
substance use disorders—particularly opioids. This new program 
will be Medicaid billable, with grant support available for room and 
board.  

 This type of care is not currently available within 40 miles of Racine 
County, leaving a critical gap in the local treatment continuum. 
According to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 
residential SUD treatment is the third largest unmet treatment need 
in the state. While Racine County residents will be prioritized, the 
program may also serve individuals from neighboring communities 
to ensure sustainability and regional impact. To better understand 
the need for residential SUD services, visit the SE Wisconsin SUD 
Treatment Access Map. 

“This is more than a building–it’s a commitment to the health and well-being of our 
residents,” said County Executive Ralph Malicki. “By bringing essential services under 
one roof and expanding treatment options, we’re building a stronger, more connected 
community.” 

For 24/7 support, call the Racine County Crisis Line at 262-638-6741 to connect with 
counseling, mental health resources, and behavioral health services. 

Members of the media are invited to attend and cover this event. Coffee and 
Kringle will be available, and the event will be held under a tent, rain or shine. 

What: Groundbreaking Ceremony for Racine County Behavioral Health Building 
     
When: Wednesday, May 21, 2025 
 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
 
Where: 1720 Taylor Ave., Racine, WI 53403 (Former Brannum Lumber Site) 
 Parking available across the street at the DKSC,  
 1717 Taylor Ave., Racine, WI 53403 
 
Who: Ralph Malicki, Racine County Executive 
 Hope Otto, Racine County Human Services Director 
 Kirsten Johnson, State of Wisconsin DHS Secretary 
 Kristin McManmon, Ascension Regional President 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f7e097d843694b56aba19e2c630de56a/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f7e097d843694b56aba19e2c630de56a/


 Jelena Jones, Racine County Administrator of Aging & Disability Services 
 Christopher Schmaling, Racine County Sheriff 
 Tom Kramer, Racine County Board Chair 
 Alicia Dupies, Gilbane Vice President 
 Tara Christian, Ramlow/Stein Partner | Director of Interior Design 
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