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FINDINGS FROM REVIEW OF ELECTION NIGHT REPORTING ERROR 
 
RACINE, WI- The Office of the Racine County Clerk provides the following update regarding the 
discrepancies in reporting for the election held on April 2, 2024. By way of background, on the 
evening of Tuesday, April 2nd, voting polls closed and began transmitting results to Racine 
County. Upon posting the first set of partial results, discrepancies were identified in the reports. 
To be clear, the final election results were accurate and the voting machines correctly tabulated 
the election results. However, it has been determined that an error in the digital reporting 
process led to inaccuracies in the initial results posted online. This statement provides an 
overview of general election night practices, the specific issue that led to the initial incorrect 
reports, and steps being taken to prevent similar issues from arising in future elections.  
 
General Election Night Practices 
Once polls close, each voting machine manually prints out a tape that shows the results for that 
specific machine. These tapes are the official, physical records of the actual votes cast. These 
results are then electronically transmitted to the Racine County Clerk’s Office, after which each 
municipality calls to confirm the transmissions were received. This process ensures that each 
batch of votes is accurately recorded before compiling the overall results. 
 
What Happened on April 2, 2024 
After the polls closed on the night of April 2nd, discrepancies were identified in the first set of 
partial reports posted online. While the physical tapes from the voting machines were accurate, 
an error occurred during the transfer of these results into the digital reports. The problem 
stemmed from a break in the sequencing of the data, which arose as a result of and after it was 
discovered that one particular ballot style in a single ward in the Village of Mt. Pleasant required 
correction prior to the election. Although the correction was properly implemented and tested in 
advance of the election, the data transfer process experienced an error.  
 
Remedial Action 
Both the vendor and equipment manufacturer reviewed the software and confirmed that the 
issue was isolated to the digital reporting. Again, the final election results were accurate and the 
voting machines correctly tabulated the election result. A subsequent recount for a contested 
county board supervisor race confirmed that the hand-counted votes perfectly matched the 
tabulated election results from the machine tapes, thus further verifying the accuracy of the 
original vote tallies. To prevent similar issues in the future, the Racine County Clerk’s Office 
immediately implemented additional internal controls and enhanced pre-election testing 
measures to ensure the integrity of the election process. Racine County holds the sanctity and 
integrity of the election process in the highest regard and is committed to maintaining high 
standards of accuracy and transparency in all election procedures. For further inquiries, please 
contact the Racine County Clerk’s Office at (262) 636-3121 or RCClerk@racinecounty.com.  
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