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COUNTY EXECUTIVE THOMAS ROANHOUSE PROPOSES SIGNIFICANT
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

RACINE - On August 7, County Executive Thomas Roanhouse requested that the Finance and
Human Resources Committee explore the late County Executive Jonathan Delagrave’s strategy
for a 0.5% county sales tax. Roanhouse asked the committee to advance the proposed
ordinance to the full County Board for consideration and discussion.

Racine County is one of only three counties in the state of Wisconsin that does not currently
have a county sales tax. With rising costs driven by inflation, strict levy limits, and escalating
community needs—such as addressing the ongoing fentanyl and opioid crisis, expanding
mental health interventions, and combating violent crime—the county faces significant financial
challenges.

In response to feedback received during the committee meeting, County Executive Roanhouse
is now advocating for an ordinance that mandates 51% of any sales tax revenue recovered by
Racine County be directly allocated to property tax relief. Wisconsin Department of Revenue
data suggests that this initiative could result in an estimated $10 million being directed towards
easing the property tax burden for residents beginning in 2026. This proposed ordinance will be
thoroughly reviewed by the County Board as part of the 2025 budget process, currently
scheduled to be voted on November 4, 2024.

While preparing his 2025 budget, County Executive Roanhouse remains committed to fiscal
responsibility. The budget emphasizes prudent cuts, avoids the creation of new county
positions, adds $1,000,000 to financial reserves, and ensures the continued preservation of
public safety and essential services.

Public hearings at Ives Grove (14200 Washington Ave., Sturtevant, Wl 53177) have been
scheduled for September 4 at 5:00 p.m., September 10 at 6:30 p.m., and September 24 at 6:30
p.m. In addition, listening sessions will be held in the Village of Caledonia, the Village of Mount
Pleasant, the City of Burlington, the Town of Norway, the Village of Union Grove, and at the
Racine County Courthouse. The dates for these additional sessions will be announced soon
and will be publicly noticed.
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