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RACINE COUNTY SECURES NOTABLE GRANT FOR INNOVATIVE URBAN 
AGRICULTURE PROJECT 

 
RACINE – The Racine County Land and Water Conservation Department is proud to announce 
that it has been awarded an Urban Agriculture and Community Conservation Grant by the 
National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). This highly competitive grant will be 
utilized to establish a teaching garden and micro-nursery in collaboration with the Root-Pike 
Watershed Initiative Network, located within the new Youth Development and Care Center, 
currently under construction in Caledonia. 
 
Monte Osterman, Chairman of the Racine County Land and Water Conservation Committee, 
expressed his gratitude, stating, "We are deeply grateful to NACD for entrusting us with these 
funds to bring this transformative project to fruition. We also thank our partners who supported 
the grant application. The opportunity to engage in this type of agriculture and production can be 
life-changing for the young people at this facility, helping them to better their lives and learn 
valuable new skills." 
 
The initiative will focus on cultivating healthy, organic foods for use within the facility, while the 
micro-nursery will produce native plants and seeds for Racine County parks, buildings, and 
roadways. These efforts will not only enhance environmental protection but also reduce 
maintenance costs. Additionally, the project will develop a comprehensive, shareable manual to 
guide the implementation of similar types of urban agriculture initiatives across the country, 
serving as a model for future projects. 
 
Governor Tony Evers, a strong advocate for the project, commented, "The new micro-nursery 
project at the Racine County Youth Development and Care Center will have a tremendous 
impact on the local community and our state, promoting sustainability and environmental 
resilience while teaching essential skills to the youth residing there. I was glad to support this 
important project and want to thank the area partners making this effort possible, including 
Racine County, the Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association, and the Root-Pike 
Watershed Initiative Network." 
 
This groundbreaking project signifies Racine County's commitment to sustainable development 
and the well-being of its community, particularly its youth, by equipping them with practical skills 
and a deeper understanding of environmental stewardship. 
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